
History

Wetlands come in many shapes and sizes, but all are places of incredible biodiversity and ecological function. Wetlands 
help to recharge aquifers, filter pollutants, reduce flooding and of course provide essential habitat for nearly all species of 
fish and wildlife. In the early 1600s, what are now the lower 48 states boasted 220 million acres of wetlands. Today, less 
than half of those acres remain, the rest having been drained for development.  Once lost, the many essential functions 
of natural wetlands can never be replicated. In 1972, the bipartisan Clean Water Act was signed into law, helping to stem 
the tide of national wetland loss.

Wetlands

Challenge

In 2001, following 30 years of successful management of these 
important ecosystems, a series of Supreme Court decisions 
jumpstarted an erosion of the Clean Water Act protections for 
wetlands and streams that continues to this day. The loss of these 
wetlands has played a role in historic flooding, loss of fish and 
wildlife habitat and growth in the 
prevalence of oxygen-depleting 
algae blooms in the Gulf of 
Mexico, Chesapeake Bay and many 
other iconic waterways across the 
nation. In order to ensure a clean 
water future for humans, fish and 
wildlife, we must restore strong 
protections to critical streams  
and wetlands.   
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Why the TRCP?
The TRCP has an impressive track record of leading highly 
successful, highly credible coalitions of sportsmen leaders. With a 
team of water policy experts, our Wetlands Working Group has the 
ability not only to influence policy making at the highest levels but 
to engage diverse stakeholders in supporting wise clean water goals.

To learn more about the TRCP and the work  

we’re doing, visit www.trcp.org or contact  

Meg McKinnon, Development Manager, at 

mmckinnon@trcp.org or 202-639-8727, ext. 24.

 

Our Strategy

The TRCP created the Wetlands Working Group in 
order to build support for a legally and scientifically 
defensible basis for extending Clean Water Act 
protections back to headwater streams and isolated 
wetlands.  By working intimately with executive 
branch officials and Congress the Wetlands 
Working Group has helped to put this important 
issue on the radar of national leaders. Together 
we are encouraging the Obama administration to 
adopt a strong and sensible rule that would ensure 
that important streams and wetlands once again are 
covered by the Clean Water Act. 

 
Action

Perhaps more than any other group, hunters and anglers are often the first to see the real impacts of 
wetlands loss. Without healthy streams and wetlands, the outdoor experiences of sportsmen of all 
kinds will be greatly diminished, from trout fishing in headwater streams to duck hunting in flooded 
timber. Sportsmen and -women must engage on these important issues by letting their elected officials 
know that impaired waterways are simply not an option and that the future of a strong United States 
depends on strong protections for our supply of clean water.

It doesn’t matter what inspires sportsmen to 
get outside. Whether it’s hunting ruffed grouse 
in Wisconsin or fishing for redfish in coastal 
Louisiana, if you enjoy quality experiences afield, 
consider joining us to conserve clean water and 
healthy wetlands.”  

Steve Kline
Center for Agricultural 

and Private Lands Director
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