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Welcome 

THE TRCP
In the political arena, Theodore Roosevelt succeeded in making conservation a top–tier national issue. Roosevelt understood 
that in order to ensure a bright future for the fish, wildlife, hunters, and anglers of tomorrow, we must plan carefully today. 

In 2002, the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership was formed with a clear and uncompromising vision: to unite and 
amplify the voices of hunters and anglers around the most critical federal conservation issues facing the sporting community.

THE TRCP MEDIA SUMMITS
In 2003, the TRCP held the first of our annual Media Summits to bring together 
the nation’s most influential voices for a discussion of conservation policy—and 
to go hunting and fishing. A tradition was born. 

We are proud to return to Colorado for our 14th annual Western Media Summit. 
Educating sportsmen on the challenges we face is a critical component in 
effecting long-term policy change. You can help us tell these stories.

THE 2016 WESTERN MEDIA SUMMIT
Held in Fort Collins, the 2016 TRCP Western Media Summit will focus primarily on:

•	 The future of our fish and wildlife resources under a new presidential administration

•	 Public lands and how sportsmen’s access supports a growing outdoor recreation economy 

•	 Collaborative efforts to benefit fish, wildlife, agriculture, and cities in times of extreme drought

These issues have the potential to irrevocably alter invaluable fish and wildlife habitat and change forever our ability to fish, 
hunt, and otherwise have quality recreation experiences.

We hope you enjoy your time with us.

Sincerely,

Whit Fosburgh
TRCP President and CEO
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Location

Contact Kristyn Brady with any general questions about the summit at 617-501-6352 or kbrady@trcp.org. 

Travel and Lodging
Shuttles from the Denver International Airport (DEN) to the Hilton Fort Collins are available from Green Ride Colorado and Su-
per Shuttle. Please book your shuttle in advance of arriving in Colorado online at: http://www.greenrideco.com/res_fc.php or 
http://www.supershuttle.com/locations/denverden For general airport transportation information, visit Denver International 
Airport online at: http://www.flydenver.com/parking_transit/transportation_den

Fishing
For those joining us on Wednesday, fly rods and tackle will be supplied by the guides, but you are welcome to bring your own.  
Fishing licenses must be purchased online: http://cpw.state.co.us/buyapply/Pages/Fishing.aspx

Weather
Late-June temperatures on Colorado’s Front Range are mostly warm, but afternoon thunderstorms are common, so come 
prepared. Dress code for panels and evening activities is casual.

Hilton Fort Collins
Join the conversation with 

@theTRCP on Twitter and Instagram! 

Tag your photos and updates with 

#TRCPsummit throughout the week.

mailto:kmckalip@trcp.org
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Wednesday, June 22
Morning   Optional fishing on Cache La Poudre River (sign up in advance)

8:00 a.m. Anglers depart Hilton Fort Collins for St. Peter’s Fly Shop (202 Remington Street)

  Assigned groups will meet guides and depart for walk-and-wade fishing on the Poudre River near Fort Collins.     
  Water, snacks, and lunch will be provided. Fishing licenses are required and can be obtained through the Colorado     
  Parks & Wildlife website.

1:00 p.m. Angler groups return to St. Peter’s Fly Shop

Afternoon  Attendees arrive, check in at Hilton Fort Collins (425 West Prospect Rd.)

5:00 p.m. Depart Hilton for The Lodge at MacKenzie Place (4751 Pleasant Oak Drive)

5:30 p.m. Cocktails

6:30 p.m. Introductions and Welcome from the TRCP: “Sportsmen, Conservation and the Politics of the West”

•	 Whit Fosburgh, TRCP President & CEO

7:00 p.m. Dinner  

  Guest Speaker:  Lori Weigel, Partner, Public Opinion Strategies

Ms. Weigel will discuss the political history, demographics, and evolving trends that are shaping     
attitudes in the West around politics and conservation.

8:30 p.m.  Return to Hilton Fort Collins

Thursday, June 23
7:00 a.m. Breakfast, Hilton Fort Collins (Salon 4)

8:00 a.m. Presidential Campaign Forum and Q&A 

Moderated by Mike Toth, Special Projects Editor, Field & Stream

Donald J. Trump for President, Inc. 
Donald Trump, Jr., EVP of Development & Acquisitions, The Trump Organization

As a surrogate for the Trump campaign, Donald Trump, Jr., will be given the opportunity to address attendees regarding his father’s vision 
for conservation and natural resources policy under a new administration. What is his message for American sportsmen and women? 
What challenges must be solved and what opportunities exist for positive change? How does he plan to engage the hunting and fishing 
community in tackling these issues?   

Mr. Toth will lead a conversation with Mr. Trump around these issues and moderate questions from the media.

9:15 a.m.               Break

Agenda
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9:30 a.m. Healthy Fish and Wildlife Populations in Times of Drought

For 15 years, the West has been gripped by a drought that has threatened fish and wildlife populations, depleted reservoirs, and increased 
the likelihood that an official shortage will be declared for the first time ever on the Colorado River. Some are beginning to ask whether 
drought conditions are the new normal for water managers. Just three years ago, historic floods inundated the Front Range. Such extreme 
events demand flexible water systems and collaborative, watershed-based solutions.

The panel will discuss how we can support fish and wildlife and meet other water-use needs during times of drought by studying such 
cooperative efforts in Colorado’s Lower Gunnison River. The Lower Gunnison project highlights locally led efforts to adjust to drought 
conditions with federal support—it received an $8-million grant from USDA’s Regional Conservation Partnership Program. The multiple 
benefits of this collaborative conservation initiative could serve as a model for projects throughout the West.

• Cary Denison, Gunnison River Basin Project Coordinator, Trout Unlimited

• Dawn Jackson, Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, Natural Resources Conservation Service,  
U.S. Department of Agriculture

• Dave Kanzer, Deputy Chief Engineer, Colorado River Water Conservation District

• Mark Rose, Director of Financial Assistance Programs, Natural Resources Conservation Service,  
U.S. Department of Agriculture

• Moderator – Jimmy Hague, TRCP Center for Water Resources Director

11:00 a.m.  Adjourn to file reports

12:00 p.m. Lunch and free time

2:30 p.m. At Risk: America’s Public Lands Legacy, Sportsmen’s Access, and the Future of Hunting and Fishing

 America’s 640 million acres of national public lands—including our national forests and Bureau of Land Management lands—provide hunt-
ing and fishing opportunities to millions of Americans. They represent the uniquely American values of freedom and adventure that are the 
envy of the world. However, this sporting heritage is being threatened, like never before, by the public lands transfer movement, shrinking 
funding for vital conservation programs, and efforts to undermine federal land management policies. 

 This panel will examine the continuing threat to public lands and discuss ongoing efforts within the sporting community, as well as at the 
county and state levels, to defend our national public lands traditions.

• Mike Brazell, County Commissioner, Park County, Colo.

• Senator Larry Crowder, R-Alamosa, Colorado State Senate

• John Ellenberger, retired Colorado Parks and Wildlife biologist, Grand Junction, Colo.

• Johnny LeCoq, Founder, Fishpond

• Moderator – Joel Webster, TRCP Center for Western Lands Director

Agenda (cont.)
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3:45 p.m. Break

4:00 p.m. Outdoor Recreation and the Conservation Economy:  Recognizing the Full Economic Value of Our Natural   
  Resources

 America’s public lands and fish and wildlife resources are integral to a robust $646-billion outdoor recreation economy. Investing in these 
resources and measuring their economic impacts will be essential to the future of conservation policy. Panelists will discuss the direct 
connections between conservation of natural resources, economic growth, and job creation.

• Ryan Callaghan, Marketing and Media Manager, First Lite

• Liz Hamilton, President, Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association

• Mike Jackson, VP Sales, Marketing and Product Development, Eagle Claw

• Amy Roberts, Executive Director, Outdoor Industry Association

• Moderator – Paul Wilkins, TRCP Chief Conservation Officer

5:30 p.m.  Depart Hilton for Fort Collins Brewery (1020 E. Lincoln Avenue)

5:45 p.m. Cocktails 

6:45 p.m. Dinner

Guest Speaker:  Dan Ashe, Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

8:30 p.m. Return to Hilton Fort Collins

Friday, June 24
7:30 a.m. Breakfast, Hilton Fort Collins (Salon 4)

8:00 a.m. Presidential Campaign Forum and Q&A 

Moderated by Mike Toth, Special Projects Editor, Field & Stream

 Hillary for America 
The Honorable Mike Thompson, D-Calif., U.S. House of Representatives

As a surrogate for the Clinton campaign, Congressman Thompson will be given the opportunity to address attendees regarding Hilary 
Clinton’s vision for conservation and natural resources policy under a new administration. What is her message for American sportsmen 
and women? What challenges must be solved and what opportunities exist for positive change? How does she plan to engage the hunting 
and fishing community in tackling these issues?  

Mr. Toth will lead a conversation with Congressman Thompson around these issues and moderate questions from the media members. 

Agenda (cont.)
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9:30 a.m. Media Discussion: Telling Conservation Stories in Today’s Media and Political Climate

• Tom Bie, The Drake

• Christine Peterson, Casper Star-Tribune

• Scott Willoughby

• Moderator – Kristyn Brady, TRCP Director of Communications

So many demands are placed on today’s journalists, even as budgets shrink, ad dollars dry up, beats become less specialized, and 
competition mounts from every corner of the Internet. Media panelists will engage the whole group on the challenges of covering 
conservation news, politically-charged environmental stories, and issues important to sportsmen in the modern-day newsroom—especially 
in a presidential election year. Is it possible to cut through the noise from the campaign trail to bring some focus to the future of our fish 
and wildlife resources, public lands, or bedrock conservation policies? And who will hold Congress accountable to sportsmen back home if 
local papers dry up?

11:00 a.m. Depart Hilton Fort Collins for New Belgium Brewing Company (500 Linden Street)

11:30 a.m. Tour New Belgium Brewing Company

Attendees depart throughout afternoon

Agenda (cont.)
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Suggested Background Reading

Public Lands Transfer
•	 Colorado lawmakers declare holiday to celebrate public land: 

http://www.denverpost.com/2016/05/15/colorado-lawmakers-declare-holiday-to-celebrate-public-land/ 

•	 Colorado counties taking sides on issue of transferring public lands to state control:  
http://www.realvail.com/nine-colorado-counties-come-out-against-transfer-of-public-lands-to-state/a2918

•	 Real Westerners recognize public land grab for what it is:  
http://www.rgj.com/story/opinion/voices/2016/06/08/one-view-real-westerners-recognize-public-land-grab-what/85623822/

•	 Donald Trump sweep of Republican field deflates federal land transfer push:  
http://www.sltrib.com/home/3863946-155/donald-trump-sweep-of-republican-field

•	 Sportsmen’s Access: An online hub for information and action: http://www.sportsmensaccess.org 
 

Drought and the West
•	 Sportsmen, farmers and feds team up on local solutions that make healthy watersheds:  

http://blog.trcp.org/2015/02/03/from-the-good-news-desk-sportsmen-farmers-and-feds-team-up-on-local-solutions-that-make-healthy-watersheds/ 

•	 NRCS funding will deliver benefits for ranch and farm operations, fisheries:  
http://coloradotu.org/2015/02/nrcs-funding-will-deliver-benefits-for-ranch-and-farm-operations-fisheries/

•	 Lake Mead helps supply water to 25 million people. And it just hit a record low.:  
http://www.vox.com/2016/5/23/11736340/lake-mead-water-drought-southwest 

•	 Colorado River Water Conservation District’s one-pager on the Lower Gunnison Project:  
http://www.coloradoriverdistrict.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/2016-04-16-Lower-Gunnison-Project-Fact-Sheet.pdf
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Media Attendees
Tom Bie is the founder, publisher, and editor of The Drake, a quarterly flyfishing mag-
azine based in Denver. He started the magazine in 1998 in Jackson Hole, Wyoming. 
Prior to taking on The Drake full-time, Bie served in numerous editorial positions, in-
cluding as editor-in-chief of Powder Magazine; editorial director of Bike, Climbing, Canoe 
and Kayak, and Powder magazines; and as senior editor of Skiing magazine. He has also 
freelanced for many publications, including Men’s Journal and Outside. He served as 
an outdoor columnist and sports editor for the Jackson Hole Guide for six years, while 
working as a flyfishing guide on Wyoming’s Snake River. Bie graduated from Oregon 
State University with a degree in journalism.
tom@drakemag.com | @drakemagazine

Michael de Yoanna is KUNC’s first director of news content. De Yoanna is a long-
time Colorado journalist who has won numerous awards for investigative and news 
reporting. Michael provides leadership in designing and implementing a news and 
information strategy for KUNC’s community and the station’s media partners. 
michael@kunc.org | @KUNC

Rob Drieslein has been a professional outdoors scribe for newspapers and maga-
zines since 1992. In 1997, he became editor of Minnesota Outdoor News and six years 
later the managing editor of all seven Outdoor News titles. In addition to his editorial 
duties, Drieslein co-hosts Outdoor News Radio (syndicated by Learfield Communica-
tions), and he’s written for several national and regional magazines including Pheas-
ants Forever, American Rifleman, and Northern Wilds. Drieslein and his wife of 20 years, 
Annette, raise three sons and a daughter, all of whom enjoy canoe camping trips in 
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, waterfowl and deer hunting, touring 
national parks, and recreational shooting. Read his blog, which frequently tackles 
conservation topics, at outdoornews.com/minnesota.  
editor@outdoornews.com | @ODN_Editor or @outdoornews

Bruce Finley covers environment-related news: the land, air, and water issues around 
Colorado and the West. Finley grew up in the Colorado Mountains and received his 
undergraduate degree from Stanford University, his master’s in journalism from 
Northwestern as a Fulbright scholar, and his JD from the University of Denver. 
bfinley@denverpost.com | @finleybruce
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Media Attendees

David Hart is a full-time freelance writer who covers political, social, and sci-
ence-based issues for a number of sporting outlets, including Petersen’s Hunting, 
Wildfowl, and Gun Dog. An empty-nester, he lives in Rice, Va., with his wife, Navona, 
and their Llewellyn setter, Louie.  
hartfish1@gmail.com

Ben Neary is a reporter for the Associated Press in Cheyenne, Wyoming, covering state 
government, courts, and general assignment. Originally from Santa Fe, Neary attend-
ed the University of New Mexico. In his free time, Neary enjoys camping, hunting, and 
fishing with his son Stanley and wife Susie.  
bneary@ap.org

Christine Peterson is the outdoor and managing editor of the Casper Star-Tribune, 
Wyoming’s statewide newspaper. An award-winning writer, she has covered outdoors 
for the Star-Tribune for six years, and her byline has appeared in Outdoor Life, The 
Nature Conservancy, and Hatch Magazine. Peterson is a member of the Outdoor Writers 
Association of America.  
christine.peterson@trib.com | @PetersonOutside @CSTribune

Jodi Stemler has been working in conservation policy and communications for two 
decades. She graduated with a degree in natural resource management from Rutgers 
University and interned with conservation organizations working on conservation 
policy issues throughout her college years and immediately after. Her first “real” job 
was as a communications specialist with the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife. With the agency perspective, she then moved to conservation organiza-
tions in Washington, D.C., where she managed a fish and wildlife funding campaign 
for the National Wildlife Federation and then served as director of communications 
for the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation.  Since 2005, Stemler has been a 
consultant working on conservation policy and communications projects. She has 
contributed to Outdoor Life and Upland Almanac. 
jodi@stemlerconsulting.com | @JodiStemler

Phil Taylor is a reporter who covers public lands issues for Environment & Energy Pub-
lishing and is based in Denver. His coverage includes energy development, forestry, 
recreation, conservation and endangered species issues. Over the past several years, 
Taylor has reported from all 11 Western states in the Lower 48.  
ptaylor@eenews.net | @philipataylor
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Media Attendees

Mike Toth, special projects editor at Field & Stream, has been with the title since 1997. 
He has been managing the conservation coverage in the print edition since 2001 and 
for Field & Stream’s Conservationist blog since its inception. As executive editor for 14 
years, he helped the title garner three National Magazine Awards, including two for 
General Excellence, and 19 nominations. He is the author of The Complete Idiot’s Guide 
to Fishing Basics and was a wildlife columnist for the Star-Ledger newspaper in New 
Jersey, where he is currently a temporary empty-nester with his wife, Regina. 
mike.toth@bonniercorp.com | @fieldandstream

Freelance writer and photographer Scott Willoughby is the former outdoors editor 
for The Denver Post and has been covering public lands recreation and management 
issues in the West for more than 20 years. Prior to joining the Post full-time in 2004, 
his work regularly appeared in National Geographic Adventure, Outside, Men’s Journal, 
Newsweek, The Washington Post, and several other national and regional publications. 
A former fishing guide, enthusiastic hunter and devoted river rat, Willoughby jour-
nalism has been recognized with recent awards from Trout Unlimited, Backcountry 
Hunters and Anglers, and the Society of Professional Journalists, among others. 
He lives in Eagle, Colorado, with his wife, two daughters, and a halfbreed bird dog 
named Bailey. 
scottrwilloughby@gmail.com | @swilloughby

Joshua Zaffos is a correspondent for High Country News and freelance writer based in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. He reports on water, energy, climate, public lands, and other 
issues. His work has appeared in HCN, Audubon, Yale Environment 360, Slate, Scientific 
American, and other outlets. Zaffos is also a professor of natural-resources communi-
cations at Colorado State University. Website: joshuazaffos.com 
joshuazaffos@yahoo.com | @jzaffos
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Featured Speakers
Daniel M. Ashe was confirmed on June 30, 2011, as the 16th director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the na-
tion’s principal federal agency dedicated to the conservation of fish and wildlife and their habitats. His appoint-
ment by President Obama is the culmination of a lifetime spent within the Fish and Wildlife Service family. Ashe was 
born and spent his childhood in Atlanta, Georgia, where his father began his 37-year career with the Service. Much 
of Ashe’s childhood was spent on national wildlife refuges and fish hatcheries in the Southeast, where he learned to 
band birds, fish, hunt, and simply enjoy the outdoors.  Prior to his appointment as director, Ashe served as the Ser-
vice’s deputy director for policy beginning in 2009, where he provided strategic program direction and developed 
policy and guidance to support and promote program development and fulfill the Service mission.

Mike Brazell is the District 1 commissioner for the Park County Board of County Commissioners. He was appointed 
commission chair in 2016. Brazell lives in Bailey, Colo., and is active in Boy Scouts as a merit badge counselor.

Senator Larry Crowder represents the citizens of Senate District 35 in Southern Colorado. Crowder is an Army vet-
eran, small business owner, farmer, and rancher. He is active in his community and formerly served as the Veterans 
Service Officer of Rio Grande County. Crowder and his wife Cheri have two sons and reside in Alamosa. 

Cary Denison is a Colorado native who was raised in the North Fork of the Gunnison Valley on a small farm, where he 
gained the understanding of water on the end of a shovel while irrigating his family’s land. Denison’s water educa-
tion continued as he worked alongside his father, a water commissioner and irrigation company superindendant, 
and while fishing and recreating in the rivers and streams of western Colorado. Denison worked for ranches in the 
summers and cleaned and repaired ditches and canals during the spring and fall. After attending Western State 
College for one year Denison transferred to Colorado State University where he graduated in 1997. From 2000 to 
2005 Denison was employed by the State of Colorado as a water commissioner in the San Miguel and Upper Gun-
nison Basins. After working for the state, Denison owned and operated a consulting firm that focused on ag water 
management and habitat improvement projects. Denison has served on the Gunnison Basin Roundtable since 2007 
as representative for Ouray County and the environmental representative.  Over the past five years, in his role with 
Trout Unlimited, Denison has worked with water users throughout the Gunnison Basin on water conservation proj-
ects that help address water demands of irrigators while improving cold water fisheries.

John H. Ellenberger was a wildlife biologist with the Colorado Department of Wildlife for 34 years. As an avid 
sportsman, he earned a B.S. in Wildlife Biology from Colorado State University. Ellenberger currently works as a 
principal partner of Wildlife Management Consultants and Associates in Palisade, Colorado.
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Featured Speakers

Dawn Jackson grew up in the small town of Bethune on Colorado’s eastern plains. She is a graduate of Colorado 
State University with a Bachelor’s of Science in Rangeland Ecology, and she began her career with Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) in 1989.  She now serves as the assistant state conservationist for 
programs in Denver and has statewide responsibility for an array of USDA conservation programs, including 
the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), Agricultural 
Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), the repealed Wildlife 
Habitat Incentive (WHIP) financial assistance programs, Wetland Reserve Program (WRP), Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program (FRPP), and Grassland Reserve Program (GRP).

Mike Jackson has 24 years of experience in the fishing tackle industry and currently serves as the senior vice 
president of sales and marketing for Eagle Claw fishing tackle. He received his Masters of Business Administration 
from the University of Colorado. For the last three years, he served as a panel member of the Fishing is Fun 
committee for the Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife. He is also an American Sportfishing Association 
committee member.

As deputy chief engineer at the Colorado River District, Dave “DK” Kanzer has worked on the complex web of water 
quality and quantity issues facing the Colorado River, both within the State of Colorado and throughout the entire 
river system, for more than 20 years. Kanzer heads up the Lower Gunnison Project (LGP) which is cooperatively 
funded by approximately 20 partners, including the USDA-NRCS Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP). Kanzer is a registered professional engineer in Colorado and he earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s 
Degrees in Geological Engineering from the Colorado School of Mines. As an avid Telemark skier and river recreator 
based in Glenwood Springs, his direct monitoring of snowpack and water supply conditions goes beyond his daily 
occupational responsibilities.

Liz Hamilton serves as executive director for Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association (NSIA), an organization 
she helped found in 1993. NSIA is dedicated to the preservation, restoration and enhancement of sportfisheries 
and the businesses dependent upon them. For over a decade, Hamilton has pursued efforts to protect wild salmon 
and steelhead as well as the interests of sport anglers. She works with government agencies on the regional, state, 
and national levels, fighting for improved hatchery programs, hydroelectric reform, increased angler access to 
public lands, and healthy watersheds. In addition, Hamilton and her family do much hands-on work to restore local 
watersheds, and she is a frequent writer, speaker and radio commentator on sportfishing issues. Hamilton lives in 
Oregon City with her husband, Art, a fisheries biologist, and has two grown daughters, Laurel and Alcyon.

John Le Coq is a photographer, successful branding consultant, and the founder and CEO of Fishpond, Inc., one of the 
world’s most respected brands of fly fishing and outdoor gear. In his current role, Le Coq is using Fishpond’s brand 
strength to help open doors for habitat protection. John attended the University of Colorado in Boulder, where he 
was born and raised. He currently lives on the western slope of Colorado on a working ranch, which he shares with 
his two beautiful daughters, under the majestic Gore Range.
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Amy Roberts is the executive director of the Outdoor Industry Association (OIA), the trade association and 
voice of the outdoor recreation industry, serving more than 4,000 manufacturers, distributors, suppliers, sales 
representatives and retailers. Prior to leading OIA, Roberts was director of sustainability and business innovation at 
Mountain Equipment Co-op, where she led the Canadian outdoor retailer’s commitment to lessening the impact of 
its operations and products on the environment and improving the lives of the people who make MEC goods. Roberts 
started her career with MEC in 2012 as manager of social responsibility and compliance. Roberts has a background 
in government relations, including previous positions as VP of government affairs at OIA and director of government 
relations at Micron Technology.  She also facilitated the development of the outdoor industry’s Eco Index, a tool 
to measure the environmental footprint of products. Roberts serves on the board of the Outdoor Foundation and 
previously served as a director of the Conservation Alliance and the Sustainable Apparel Coalition.

As the director for financial assistance programs for the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Mark Rose 
provides leadership to implement the 2014 Farm Bill conservation programs, including the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), and the Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP).  Under the 2014 Farm Bill, these programs provide more than $2.5 billion in financial and technical 
assistance on privately owned agricultural lands in the United States. Rose is a graduate of Ohio State University 
with a degree in Agriculture and he has spent the last 30 years with the NRCS. 

Congressman Mike Thompson represents California’s 5th Congressional District, which includes all of Napa and 
parts of Contra Costa, Lake, Solano, and Sonoma Counties. He was first elected in 1998. Prior to serving in Congress, 
Thompson represented California’s 2nd District in the California State Senate, where he chaired the powerful 
Budget Committee.  Thompson is a member of the House Committee on Ways and Means, where he serves on the 
Health and Select Revenue subcommittees.

Donald J. Trump, Jr., is the eldest son of the presumptive GOP presidential nominee, Donald Trump. Trump, Jr. is 
an executive vice president of The Trump Organization, where he works on the expansion of the company’s real 
estate, retail, commercial, hotel, and golf interests. He directs new project acquisition and development for The 
Trump Organization throughout the world, in areas from Eastern Europe to Southeast Asia, the Middle East to South 
America, and mainland China to the United States. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Finance and Real Estate from 
the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania. Trump, Jr. has traveled around the globe to hunt and enjoys 
taking his five children out of the city to go trout fishing on weekends. 

Lori Weigel is a partner with Public Opinion Strategies, based in the firm’s Colorado office. Weigel has directed 
research efforts for hundreds of political and public affairs campaigns throughout the country, including polling on 
behalf of presidential campaigns in the last four consecutive presidential elections. Over the last 15 years, Weigel 
has been instrumental in the successful election efforts on behalf of dozens of common sense judges and Attorneys 
General across the country. Formerly serving as the political pollster for Denver’s News 4 and the Rocky Mountain 
News, she is frequently quoted on politics, including in The New York Times, New Republic, Slate, and other major 
publications.

Featured Speakers
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Sponsors, Speakers, and Guests
 Sponsors
Alex Boian - Outdoor Industry Association
Diane Bristol - Simms Fishing Products
Ryan Callaghan - First Lite
Jeff Sposito - Sitka Gear
Peter Vandergrift - Costa Sunglasses
 Speakers and Guests
Dan Ashe - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mike Brazell - Park County, CO
Sen. Larry Crowder - Colorado State Senate
Cary Denison - Trout Unlimited
Liz Hamilton - Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association
Dawn Jackson - U.S. Department of Agriculture
Mike Jackson - Eagle Claw
Dave Kanzer - Colorado River Water Conservation District
Johnny LeCoq - Fishpond
Bill Neff - YETI
Amy Roberts - Outdoor Industry Association
Mark Rose - U.S. Department of Agriculture
Rep. Mike Thompson - U.S. House of Representatives
James Thompson - Office of U.S. Senator Michael Bennet
Donald Trump, Jr. - Donald J. Trump for President
Lori Weigel - Public Opinion Strategies

 TRCP Staff and Board 
Whit Fosburgh — President & CEO
Ed Arnett — Senior Scientist
Kristyn Brady — Director of Communications
Jimmy Hague — Director, Water Resources
Jenni Henry — Director of Development and Corporate Partnerships
Geoff Mullins — Chief Operating and Communications Officer
Nick Payne — Colorado Field Representative
Jonathan Stumpf — Manager, Communications and Online Engagement
Coby Tigert —  Deputy Director, Western Lands
Joel Webster — Director, Western Lands
Paul Wilkins — Chief Conservation Officer
John Griffin - Board of Directors
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Sponsors
Thank you 2016 Western Media Summit Sponsors!

Gold

Silver

As the leading manufacturer of the world’s most clear polarized performance sunglasses, Costa 
offers superior lens technology, unparalleled fit and durability, and a lifetime warranty against 
manufacturer’s defects. Still handcrafted today in Florida, Costa has created the highest quality, 
best performing sunglasses and Rx sunglasses for outdoor enthusiasts since 1983. For Costa, 
conservation is all about sustainable fishing. Costa works with partners around the world to help 
increase awareness and influence policy so that both the fish and fishermen of tomorrow will have 
healthy waters to enjoy.

Based in Boulder, CO, with offices in Washington, D.C., Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) is the 
leading trade association for the outdoor industry and the title sponsor of Outdoor Retailer. OIA 
unites and serves over 1200 manufacturer, supplier, sales representative and retailer members 
through its focus on trade and recreation policy, sustainable business, market & consumer insights 
and industry trends. For more information, visit outdoorindustry.org or call 303.444.3353.

Established in 1980, Simms is the preeminent manufacturer of waders, outerwear and technical 
apparel in fishing, including expertly crafted outerwear, footwear and sportswear that gives all 
anglers a choice in top-end, premium products. Simms is proud to be the sole wader manufacturer 
in the U.S., bringing American-made goods to market. Today all Simms’ GORE-TEX® waders are 
handcrafted by skilled professionals and stitched one seam at a time in Bozeman, MT. The full 
line of Simms gear is available at specialty and large format retailers nationwide as well as 
simmsfishing.com. Simms. Connecting anglers to their best days on the water.

Born in the Rocky Mountains of Montana, MYSTERY RANCH – a backpack company built on a heri-
tage of function, comfort, quality, and durability – is committed to building the finest load carriage 
equipment in the world. Designing for the highest level customers in mountaineering, hunting, 
wildland firefighting and military special ops, MYSTERY RANCH continues to innovate and push the 
boundaries of what of what is possible in building paragon backpacks. MYSTERY RANCH – BUILT 
FOR THE MISSION.

Bass Pro Shops®, which specializes in outdoor fun, operates 98 stores and Tracker Marine Centers 
across America and Canada that are visited by more than 120 million people every year. Bass Pro 
Shops stores, many of which feature restaurants, offer hunting, fishing, camping and other outdoor 
gear while their catalogs and website serve shoppers throughout the world. The company’s Tracker 
Marine Group® (http://www.trackermarine.com), a leading brand of fishing boats for more than 
37 years, manufactures and sells a variety of boats for fishing and cruising. Family fun is on tap 
at Bass Pro Shops resort Big Cedar Lodge® (http://www.bigcedar.com), voted by Travel + Leisure 
as one of the top 50 Best Hotels for Families in the U.S. For more information, visit http://www.
basspro.com.  To request a free catalog, call 1-800-BASS PRO.  Follow us on Facebook at http://
www.facebook.com/bassproshops.
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In-Kind
First Lite strives to create the best possible apparel for the hunter who demands nothing less. We 
design simple products that function in a tree stand on the back forty or a multi-day expedition 
in the Brooks Range. We also fully understand that the passion of our customers and employees 
depends on the conservation of the world’s wildlife resources and the protection of our collective 
access to the wild places they inhabit. Supporting the people and groups who protect our sporting 
heritage is an equally important part of who we are as a brand and a business.

REI is a specialty outdoor retailer, headquartered near Seattle. The nation’s largest consumer 
co-op, REI is a growing community of more than 6 million active members who expect and love the 
best quality gear, inspiring expert classes and trips, and outstanding customer service. REI has 145 
stores in 35 states. If you can’t visit a store, you can shop at REI.com, REI.com/outlet or the free 
REI shopping app. REI isn’t just about gear. You can take the trip of a lifetime with REI Adventures, 
a global leader in active adventure travel that runs 150 custom-designed itineraries on every 
continent. REI’s Outdoor School is run by professionally-trained, expert-instructors who teach 
beginner- to advanced-level courses about a wide range of activities. To build on the infrastructure 
that makes life outside possible, REI invests millions annually in hundreds of local and national 
nonprofits that create access to and steward the outdoor places that inspire us.

New Belgium Brewing, makers of Fat Tire Amber Ale and a host of hoppy, sour and Belgian-inspired 
beers, is recognized as one of Outside Magazine’s Best Places to Work and one of the Wall Street 
Journal’s Best Small Businesses. The 100% employee-owned brewery is a Platinum-level Bicycle 
Friendly Business as designated by the League of American Bicyclists, and one of World Blu’s 
most democratic U.S. businesses, and a Certified B Corp. In addition to Fat Tire, New Belgium 
brews thirteen year-round beers; Citradelic Tangerine IPA, Ranger IPA, Rampant Imperial IPA, Shift 
Pale Lager, Slow Ride Session IPA, Snapshot Wheat, Sunshine Wheat, 1554 Black Ale, Blue Paddle 
Pilsner, Abbey Belgian Ale and Trippel and a gluten-reduced line, Glutiny Pale Ale and Glutiny 
Golden Ale. Learn more at www.newbelgium.com.

Founded in 2005, SITKA® Gear was an idea spawned by necessity. Like many stories, this one 
started out as an epic journey that culminated with a clear vision. After 3000 vertical feet in 
the dark, with intermittent snow flurries and driving sleet, the morning climb ended behind a 
gnarled White Bark Pine to get some reprieve from the elements and a little food in the bellies. 
Cold and wet with sweat from that climb, it was more than obvious that discomfort like this was 
unnecessary. So, on that September morning, at timberline, surrounded by bugling bulls, the vision 
that became Sitka was realized. Drawing on strong backgrounds in the climbing, mountaineering, 
and general head strong assaults of the backcountry, expertise and experience were focused on 
bridging the gaps that existed between these endeavors. Sitka’s driving goal is to not only bridge 
the technology gaps that existed from a fabric, construction, and product form perspective, but to 
fully immerse ourselves in driving new technologies and solutions for the modern outdoorsman.
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